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Victoria Memorial Hall

The Victoria Memorial Hall (VMH) was erected in Calcutta, then capital of British India,
principally through the efforts of Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India from 1899 to 1905, who intended it to be
a period museum in memory of Queen Victoria with particular emphasis on Indo-British history. Built in
a predominantly Italian Renaissance style, blended with nuances of Orientalism, the VMH was widely
hailed as the finest specimen of Indo-British architecture in India, and called the 'Taj of the Raj.' Its
foundation stone was laid by the Prince of Wales, later King George V, in January 1906 and the 57-acre
campus was formally opened to the public in 1921. The VMH was declared an institution of National
importance by the Government of India Act of 1933,

At present the VMH is an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Culture, Government
of India, with a Board of Trustees that is chaired by His Excellency the Governor of West Bengal and
includes leading personalities from the government and judiciary. Today, the Victoria Memorial Hall is

o considered to be one of the best examples of a unique paradigm of the visual arts where four diverse

‘ . fields of arts — architecture, sculpture, painting and gardening come together. It was also recognized in
: 2015 as the 'Cleanest Monument in India’ under the India Today Safaigin Awards, mstituted by the
initiative of the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India. 3
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The Collections . | '

As amuseum, the Victoria Memonal Hall's collection has 28,394 artefacts displayed in
nine galleries that encapsulate the history of our nation extending over three centuries
*.« . beginning from 1650 A.D. The collection includes paintings in oil and watercolour, sketches ol
-- and drawings, aquatints, lithographs, photographs, rare books and manuscripts, stamps and
postal stationery, coins and medals, arms and armour, sculptures, costumes, personal relics and b
other miscellaneous archival documents.

. The highlight of the museum is a unique collection of paintings by major European
artists of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as Johann Zoffany, Joshua Reynolds, ’
William Hodges, George Chinnery, Robert Holmes, Thomas Hickey, Tilly Kettle, Baltazar
Solvyns, Charles D'Oyly, Emily Eden, John Fleming and Samuel Davis. It is the repository of
the largest number of paintings by the famous uncle-and-nephew pair of artists. Thomas and
William Daniell. In the collection of the Memorial is India’s largest oil painting on a single
canvas which is also probably the second largest in the world — the Russian artist Vassili
Vereschagin's The State Procession of the Prince of Wales into Jaipur in 1876, Other important | =+
and interesting artefacts in the collection of the Memorial include historic illustrated Persian
: + . manuscripts like the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb's hand-written Quran, the Persian translation ¢ ¢
u of the tale of Nala and Damayanti by Abul Faiz Faizi, Dara Shikoh's translation of the
. Upanishads, a manuscript copy of the Ain-i-Akbari, Kalighat pamtings, Iranian paintings of
_ 4 the Qajar school, Tipu Sultan's personal war diary, cannons and cannen balls used in the = .
L1 *4.@'4; ' battle of Plassey. Maharaja Ranjit Singh's  personal sword, and Tatya Tope'sovercoat. * &~ .&z?‘._ 3
" A
1 " Intherecent years the collection 4% has been further enriched by the acquisition,
on enduring loan from Rabindra . o Bharati Society, of nearly 5,000 paintings &
of the Bengal School of Art, ' especially many prominent works of :
Abanindranath Tagore, =7 , Gaganendranath Tagore, Jamini Roy ¥ -

— L
and others. . B = — : - ”1 : .-‘
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Victoria Memaorial Hall

Galleries :

A large number of artefacts from the invaluable collections
of the Memorial are on display. They are suitably placed in
various galleries.

The galleries include

The Royal Gallery (currently closed for renovations)
Entrance Hall

Portrait Gallery

The Queen's Hall

The Prince Hall

National Leaders' Gallery (currently closed for renovations)
Indian Schools of Art (currently closed for renovations)

Calcutta Gallery
Durbar Hall
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Apart from the priceless collection displayed m the gallenies. the Memonial has a picturesque and
well-maintained garden with six water bodies, a multitude of lawns, gravelled pathways. historical busts
: ﬂI‘IL]hTHHlL‘H.ﬂI'Id arich mllcftionnf‘fu'mnm"‘ 737 trees. S A B
et AT R ey b e v = haic " : '

, "U-'- The garden is a major tourist attraction by itself and attracts nearly 3.5 million visitors annually. 1t
. not only offers a visual treat, but is also a place that has over the years become a Tfnmm!c with the city's
{p young and old alike because of its abundant greenery and open space

e TR e e T M il S Y A
The original scheme of the garden of Victoria Memonial was drawn in 1915 in consultation with
b Lord Redesdale (acknowledged as the greatest amateur authority on the subject of landscape gardening),
- E. . White of Messrs. Milner & Co.. Landscape Gardeners and Architects, and Sir David Prain.

& Superintendent, Botanical Gardens, Calcutta and Director of the Botanical Survey of India.
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Victoria Memorial Hall

- - .
Archive
The VMH archive has very rare collections, e.g. the manuscript diary and voluminous —
legal notes of Justice John Hyde, the second Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India,
early colonial documents on Calcutta and Bengal in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, land records in Urdu and Persian, a number of old Supreme Court records as
well as the personal memorabilia of historical personalities — both Indian and British

and miscellaneous other records that constitute an invaluable source material for
scholars working on Indo-British history from the eighteenth to the twentieth century. ‘
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Library

The Library of the Memorial is a
Special Reference Library with emphasis
on Indo-British History of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, history of
Calcutta, history of art and conservation,
museum studies and the management of
cultural institutions. The library also has
in its possession some special collections
exhibited separately like George Lyell
collection, Shri Bhabani Charan Law
Collection, Professor D.C. Ganguly
collection, the Caleutta Art Society
Collection. etc.

At present the total number of
library documents is 15,381.including
158 number of documents added during
this financial year at a total cost of
Rs.3.44,559 . The library subscribed to
eight daily newspapers and three
periodicals. Clippings of relevant news
items were preserved by the library for
ready reference.Clippings of relevant
news items were preserved by the library
for ready reference. The digital
cataloguing of all the Library books has
been started and will be completed soon.
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All the documents of the library
have been entered into the Library
Accession Register. The library is
regularly used by the Staff Members and
also Outsiders with Special Permission
from the Secretary and Curator as per the
Library Rules. Forstudy onold Calcutta,
Museology, Art History etc. the library
provides helpful aids to the users. Fifty
five (55) special users from outside used
the library. In the Reference Section one
thousand two hundred fifty  (1285)
books were used. Thirty nine ( 39) books
were borrowed by the staff members. The
members of the Book Selection
Committee met three times in this year to
recommend books for purchase after final
selection by Secretary and Curator .
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Victoria Memaorial Hall

Board of Trustees

Chairman:

His Excellency the Governor of West Bengal
Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi

Members:

E
2.

3

Hon'ble Chief Justice, High Cowrt of Calcutia

Justice Manjula Chellur

Hon'ble Mavor, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

Shri Sovan Chatterjee

Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Culture

Shri N.K. Sinha, IAS

Financial Adviser to the Ministry of Culture, Government of India
Shri Kumar Sanjay Krishna. 1AS

. Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal, Higher Education Department

Shri Vivek Kumar, IAS
Principal Accountant General (A&E) West Bengal
Shri M.S. Subrahmanyam, [A&AS

Section 2 (i) (c) of the Victoria Memorial Hall (Amendment) Act of 1981 provides for the
nomination of 3 persons by the Government of India as non-ex officio members, and besides,
4 non-Ex officio members recommended by the Board of Trustees are also required to be
approved by the Ministry of Culture, All of these slots have been vacant since June 20135,

Secretary & Curator:
Dr. Jayanta Sengupta
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Exhibitions

1. An exhibition— Ray and the City with black and white photographs by the veteran photographer Sumil
K Dutt was organised on the occasion of 95th birth amniversary of the doyen of Indian Cinema Satyajit Ray.
Dr. Partha Ghose, Chairman, Satyajit Ray Film and Television Institute, inangurated the exhibition on 9 May
2016. The exhibition was on view till 19 June 2016.

2.

Mata (from the historic Rabindra Bharati Society collection). This was inaugurated by Professer Sugata
Bose, Honourable Member of Parliament and Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard University on 16 May
2016.
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3. VMH in association with the Jadavpur University Photographic Club co-hosted an intemational
photographic exhibition as part of the Jadavpur University Photo Fest 2017 on the lawns of VMH as part
of the endeavour to promote art in public places/spaces. The exhibition, co-partnered by the Goethe-
Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan Kolkata and Jadavpur University, was inaugurated on 24 February 2017
by eminent filmmaker Goutam Ghese. in the presence of Prefesser Suranjan Das, Vice-Chancellor of
Jadavpur University, Friso Maecker, Director of the Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan Kolkata and
Dr Jayanta Sengupta, Secretary & Curator of VMH. The inaugural ceremony was followed by a
keynote address by Rahaab Allana, Curator of the Alkazi Foundation for the Arts in New Delhi, and
Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society in London. The evening concluded with a panel discussion on Art as
Archive with Sanjoy Mukhopadhyay, Anindya Sengupta, Ronny Sen and Ranu Roychoudhuri as
panellists. The discussion was moderaied by Maharghya Chakraborty. The exhibition was on display
i1l 5 March 2017.

A rr-!,-' :I.':u-ulzll."'li"-l
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4. An exhibition of 45 watercolour paintings by artist Emily Eden from VMH's own collection was
inaugurated on the eve of Infernational Women's Day, i.¢. on 7 Mareh 2017. [t was opened by the
women staff of the museum. The exhibition was on view till 6 April 2017.
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Educational Activities

Lectures / Seminars / Panel Discussions

1. Organized an lustrated talk on Botanical Treasure, Ornamental Wonder? Aestheticizing Tea in
Britain and Colonial Calcutta by Romita Ray, Associate Professor, Art History, Syracuse University on 11
April 2016. Nayantara Palchondhuri, Honorary Consul, Royal Norwegian Consulate, Kolkata chaired the

2. VMH celebrated the 125tk Birth Anniversary of the principal architect of the Indian Constitution Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar on 18 April 2016 with the following events:

0 Talks by Dr. Jayanta Sengupta, Secretary & Curator Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata and Meghnath
Halder, Assistant Teacher, Rajpur, Bidyanidhi High School, Sonarpur, Kolkata.

0 Screening of the two documentary films for staff of VMH.:
1) Bengali film —22 mins (Courtesy DD Bangla)
ii) Hindi film— 10 mins (Courtesy Abhijit Dasgupta, Secretary, Kolkata Sukriti Foundation)

0 Screening of the documentary fitms - Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar (English, 72 mins) directed by Jabbar
Patel (Courtesy Films Division, Government of India) for general public

3. VMH organised an illustrated talk - Abanindranath Tagore and The Arabian Nights by Professor
Debashish Banerji, Haridas Choudlmri Professor of Indian Philosophies and Cultures and Doshi Professor
of Asian Art California Institute of Integral Studies, San Francisco on 6 June 2016,

4. An illustrated lecture on Nathdwara and the Aesthetic Traditions of the Vaishnava Pushtimarg Sect
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delivered on 27 June 2016 by Madhuvanti Ghese, |
Alsdorf Associate Curator of Indian, Southeast Asian,
Chicago.

5. A special lecture on Art Movement in Bengalin
the Early 20th Cenfury and Intra - Asian Artistic
Discourse was delivered by Amitava Bhattacharya,
Tagore Research Scholar, Victoria Memorial Hall, on 8 August 2816. The lecture session was chaired by
Tapati Guha-Thakurta, Director, Centre for Studies

in Social Sciences, Kolkata,

6. Anillustrated lecture on Big Data to Big Ideas: The
Way Ahead for Museums and the Arts? by Pulak
Ghosh, Infosys Foundation Chair Professor of
Economics, Presidency University, Kolkala and
Professor of Decision Sciences, Indian Institute of

Management Bangalore, was organized on 22 August
2016.

7. To usher in the spirit of Durga Puja, an illustrated
lecture titled The Other Side of Durga Pujas:
Bengal's Zamindars & the Culture of Agriculture was delivered by Jawhar Sircar, CEO, Prasar Bharati
on4 October 2016.

8. Aspecial lecture on The Ghazi of Tribeni: Rethinking the Advent of Islam in Bengal by Sudipto
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Sen, Professor of History, University of California, Davis, USA, was organised on 19 December 2016.
The lecture was chaired by Jawhar Sircar, Former CEO, Prasar Bharati.

9. A special lecture titled 1947 in South Asian History: Decolonization in Retrospect was organised
by VMH on 17 January 2017. The lecture was delivered by Sekhar Bandvopadhyay, Professor of Asian
History, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, and was followed by an engrossing Q & A

10.  VMH in association with School of Women's Studies, Jadavpur University and New Zealand
India Research Institute organised The Man in the Sola Topi, a talk by the author Irwin Allan Sealy
followed by a Q) & A sessionon 19 January 2017.

1. VMH and Calcutta Debating Circle organised two back-to-back panel discussions as part of
Calcutta's Festival of the Spoken Word on 21 Janmary 2017.

0 Womenarean obstacle totheir empowerment
Panellists; Anuradha Lohia, Swati Bhattacharya, Seema Sapru, Ashoke Viswanathan. The session was
moderated by Sandip Chaiterjee

0 HWomen's empowermentisan economic issue

Panellists; Renu Roy, Srishti Krishnamoorthy, Urmi Basu, Suren Munshi. The session was moderated by
Swati Gaotam. The panel discussions were supplemented with the co-participation of students from
foreign universities.

12. A special lecture titled Looking the Tiger in the Eye: Oral History, Heritage Sites and Public
Culture was organised by VMH on 3 February 2017. The lecture was delivered by Indira Chewdhury,
Director, Centre for Public History, Srishti Institnte of Art, Design and Technology, Bengaluru.
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Celebration / Observance of International / World Days / Weeks

1. VMH in association with Autism Society West Bengal observed World Autism Awareness Day on2
April 2016 with a performance of songs and music tifled -shadharan by young autistic persons along with
an exhibition of artworks by students of Dikshan and others with autism.

2. On the occasion of the International Day for Monuments and Sites (aka World Heritage Day),
based on this year's theme: The Heritage of Sport, a talk was organized on India's Olympic Heritage and
Future by Boria Majumdar, acclaimed sports historian and journalist on 18 April 2016.

3 International Museum Day on 18 May 2016 with the following events ;
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Free Entry to the Gardens and Galleries of the Memorial for all visitors on the day.

0 On the Right Trail - A participative event for Museum visitors from 11.00 am to 2.00 pm. The questions
were prepared in Hindi and English on the masterpieces on view in the galleries of Victoria Memorial Hall.
The visitors got an opportunity to know interesting facts about the various objects/paintings in each gallery.
The winners got attractive spot prizes and certificates. This was an initiative gry the Memorial to engage the
general visitors directly with the Museum collection on the occasion.

4, World Environment day was observed on S June 2016 with the following activities:

0 Planting ofsaplings by staff of VMH

The staff of VMH planted 73 (seventy three) saplings in the Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee lawn of the VM
garden.

5. On the occasion of World Music Day on 21 June 2016 an illustrated talk was organised on
Preserving Bengal's Recorded Music Heritage which was delivered by Indrani Majumdar, Independent
researcher and sound archivist,

6. The staff members of VMH celebrated Independence Day with a Flag Hoisting ceremony on 15
Augustlﬁlﬂﬂﬁl The National Flag was hoisted by Dr. Jayanta Sengupta, Secretary & Curator, Victoria
Memori L.

7. VMH celebrated World Tourism Day on 27 September 2016 h}rannmmuuéi for visitors tn
the Museum as well as to the Gardens. The students of Chowringhee High School, Ko he
conducting a visitors' survey in the Museum. A canvas was put up for writing theme-based messages tht:
visitors. 'nl'ﬁ:theme for this year was Tourism for All - promoting universal accessibility.

8. International Day of Older Persons was observed on 1 October 2016 with the following events:

0 Entry to the museum was made free on this day for senior citizens.
0 A tour of the museum for elderly people from different organisations followed by a short cultural
programme by members of Dignity Foundation,

9. As a part of the Joy of Giving Week (2 to 8 October 2016) a cultural programme of music and dance
was organised in association with and by special children of Manovikas Kendra, Kolkata on 5 October 2016.
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10,  Vigilance Awareness Week was observed from 31 October — 5 November 2016, The staff members
of VMH took an official pledge on the theme of Public partieipation in promoting integrity and eradicating
corruption. A relevant form was prepared for distribution among the visttors during the week, to be filled up
by them and dropped in a box.

1l.  VMH celebrated Children’s Day on 14 November 2016 with a Magic Show and Entertainment for
80 lesser privileged children from dii{ﬁent organisations like Barmaparichay, Future Hope Foundation,
Sahay and Tomorrow's Foundation. The show was presented by Dhumketu Puppet Theatre Group.

12.  On the occasion of World Heritage Week VMH organized a series of programmes from 19 to 25
Novemebr 2016:

19 Novembex 2016
Making Gods

A lecture on Shqfn% Excellence: Lessons from Kumartuli Image-Makers in Calcutta delivered by
Snrendra Munshi, Formerly Professor of Sociology, Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta. This was
followed by a screening of the National Award winning film Clay Image Makers of Kumartuli (2014, 52
min), and followed by an andience interaction with the director Ranajit Ray.
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A workshop on Pottery Making for members of the Aetivity Club of VMH was conducted by
Chanchal Ahamed assisted by Sushaban Dutta and Avik Ray.

70 students from the following schools took part:

Apeejay School, Park Street; Birla High School, Chowringhee High School, Delhi Public School, North
Kolkata; Delhi Public School, Ruby Park; Mahadevi Birla World Academy, Shri Shikshayatan School.

23 November 2016
0 Amusic and dance event titled Nacknis —A dying Art Form was organised on an open-air stage on the
south-side lawn, featuring singer-dancers and pe—e—

musicians from Manblum Loko Sanskriti O Nachni |
Unnayan Samiti. This aftemoon event was organised
in association with Durbar Mahila Samanwaya
Commmittee.
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Scholar, Divinity School and the Department of the History

N |0 On the same cvening Margaret Olin, Senior Research
| o ] h ufmt Yale University presented an illustrated lecture titled

et : <. Conversations on the Periphery: Berlin-Bethlehem. This
: "ﬁ was held i collaboration with Nalanda University and the
. \ 3 i session was chaired by Tapati Guha-Thakurta, Director of

the Centre for Studies mn Social Sciences, Kolkata,

25 November 2016

As the closing event of the World Heritage Week, VMH and banglanatak dot com jointly
organized a musical ev with the Swiss Bengal Musical Ensemble, featuring the Duo Fatale from
Switzerland and 15 other folk and urban folk musicians, including an acrobat, from Bengal.
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13.  Constitution Day was observed with the following events on 26 Nﬂwmher 2016:

0 Preamble to the Constitution of the Republic of India was read out by the Administrative Officer of
VMH, Nitish Kumar Das, and repeated after him by the other staff members.

14.  112th Foundation Day
The staff of the Memorial observed the Foundation Day % expressing their views and
estions on Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan at an Interactive session with the Secretary & Curator and
mistrative Officer of VMH on 4 January 2017.

As apart of the endeavour towards an inclusive society, aplay in Bengali titled Black Heles are not Black
was presented on 5 Jamuary 2017 by members of Kaffia Kalam, an inclusive theatre group of persons
with disabilities and their non-disabled peers. This production based on the 2012 gruesome rape in Delhi
that shocked not only the entire nation but also the world at large, stems from the conviction that there is
an innate connection between the plight of Nirbhaya and the adverse situations faced by persons with
disabilities in day-to-day life.

15. A Slogan Wiﬁingoﬂ‘ ompetition was organized on the occasion of Nafienal Productivity Week
du:;iﬁ% 11-13 Febrmary 2017 based on this year's theme From Waste to Profits through Reduce, Recycle
and Reuse.

The competition was held in two categories - Junior Category (for students from classes V to VIII)
and Senior Category (for students from classes [X to XII). The students wrote slogans in any of the three
Linguages: Hindi, Bengali, English not ¢xceeding more than 10 words. The participating stodents had
sent their slogans through email by 14 February 2017. A panel of judges decided on the winning entries
i each category. The winnimg entries will be displayed and prizes handed over at the next major event of
the Activity Club of VMH.
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Swachh Bharat Mission Activities

VMH observed Swachh Bharat Pakhwada from 16 — 30 September 2016 with the following
events:

Puppet Show — theme based performance by Dhumketu Puppet Theatre Group on 16 September
2016, with two shows on the south side lawn of VM garden.

O The students of RD Memorial School, Dhakuria and All

Bengal Women's Union conducted visitors' survey on
23 September 2016.
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0 Five short theme based Street Plays on 24 September 2016 in collaboration with and performed by
different centres of SAHAY.
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Activity Club For Young Friends

1. VMH, Banglanatak dot com and Earth Day Network, India jointly organized an event to
commemorate the 46th Anniversary of Earth Day on 22 April 2016. Based on this year's theme: Trees for
the Earth, Let’s get planting, the following activities were organized with the members of the Activity
Clubof VMH.

0 Presentation by Earth Day Network

Workshop - Recycling paper and creating paper bags conducted by Anupam Chakraborty, Founder
and Creative Director of Nirupama, Academy of Handmade paper.

Environmental Quiz

Distribution of saplings to the students

Feedback by the students

Around 32 students from the following schools participated : Birla Bharati School, Chowringhee High
School, Delhi Public School, Ruby Park, Loreto Day School Dharamtala, Silver Point School.

_
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2. The Activity Club of VMH was observed World Environment day on 5 June 2016 with the
following activity:

#ay
i
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Open Environment Quiz

This year's special theme was - Go wild for life- zero tolerance for the illegal wildlife trade. An open
environment quiz was organized for students in the age group of 12-18 years. Students from all over West
Bengal registered their names through email. The quiz was conducted for pre-registered participants by SV
Raman, Programme Consultant, Victoria Memorial Hall. Spot prizes (environment-friendly jute bags
bearing motifs of Victoria Memorial) were given to those giving correct answers. All participants also
received special environment day caps and certificates.

T
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3. The Activity Club of VMH organized a special workshop with school children on the works of
Krishna: Iconographic Representation in the context of the ongoing exhibition in the Portrait Gallery on
25 July 2016. Ruchira Das, Founder, Think Arts conducted the workshop.

25 students from the following schools participated:

0 Chowringhee High School

Delhi Public School, Ruby Park

Modern High School for Girls

RD Memorial School

Silver Point School

R s [ O s |

4. In the context of Kolkata's generally accepted birth date (24 August), the Activity Club of Victoria
Memorial organized an Inter-School Kolkata Quiz on 22 August 2016 under the title Kato Ajaanare — The
Vast Unknown.

Sujaan Mukherjee, PhD fellow, Department of English, Jadavpur University and Sarbajit Mitra,
PhD fellow, School of Cultural Texts and Records, Jadavpur University had prepared seven rounds of
interesting questions related to the city, including some audio and visual rounds. They also donned the
mantle of quiz masters to conduct the proceedings,

Three-member teams from the following schools participated:
I. Apeejay School, Salt Lake
ii. Apeejay School, Park Street
iii. Birla Bharati School
Iv. Bidya Bharati Girls' High School
V. Delhi Public School, Ruby Park
Vi. Garden High International School
vii.  LaMartiniere for Boys
viii. ~ Modern High School for Girls'
Apeejay School, Park Street emerged Winners. Modern High School for Girls' were the First
Runners-up and La Martiniere for Boys the Second Runners-up. The winning teams received prizes as well
as certificates. All the students received participation certificates.

5. The Activity Club of VMH celebrated National Youth Day on 12 January 2017 with a panel
discussion on The Role of Today's Youth in Shaping the Future of the Country with young friends of the
Victoria Memorial Hall from different colleges/universities as panellists. Students from Jadavpur
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University, Loreto College, Presidency University, National University of Juridical Sciences, Shri
Shikshayatan College, Scottish Church College participated as panellists. All the panellists received a
certificate of participation and mementos from VMH. The discussion was moderated by eminent
filmmaker and avid debator Ashoke Viswanathan.

6. Constitution Day was observed by the Activity Club with the following event on 26 November
2016:

An Inter-College Quiz organised on the theme of the Indian Constitution. The quiz was
prepared and conducted by Ranjan Dutta.12 three-member teams from the following colleges
participated in the preliminary written elimination round: Calcutta National Medical College, Dept of
Law, Calcutta University Group-1, Dept of Law, Dept. of Law, Calcutta University Group-2, Future
Media School, Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, JD Birla College, Loreto College, Presidency
University, Shri Shikshayatan College, The Bhawanipore Education Society College, The Heritage
Institute of Technology and West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences (WBNUJS).
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Six teams qualified for the finals spanning
seven interesting rounds of questions, including a
couple of audiovisual rounds, with some questions
for the audience as well. West Bengal National
University of Juridical Sciences emerged Winners.
Loreto College and Presidency University were the
joint Runners-up. The winning teams as well as the |,
correct answers to the audience questions received
prizes. The students of all the participating teams
received individual participation certificates.

In-House Staff programmes/ Knowledge -
Sharing Training Programmes

A knowledge-sharing workshop on Exhibition Management was held on 5 November
2016.for post-graduate students of the Department of Museology, Calcutta University. It was
conducted by staff members of the Documentation and Conservation/Restoration Units of VMH.

Other Events

1. VMH and Italian Embassy Cultural Centre, New Delhi presented the screening of the restored
version of the Italian silent film Cenere (Ashes, 1916) directed by Febo Mari and featuring the
acclaimed actress Eleonora Duse with live soundtrack by musicians from Italy Marcello Allulli -
saxophone, GiovanniCeccarelli—piano, Matteo Fraboni—drumsfrom on 22 October 2016




Victoria Memorial Hall

2. VMH and the Italian Embassy Cultural Centre, New Delhi presented a musical evening of
Italian Classics on 10 December 2016 with musicians from Italy: Marcello Nardis — tenor, Roberto
Prosseda— piano.

3. VVMH organised music for the festive season on 24 and 31 December 2016. 24 December 2016
featuring musicians from The Calcutta School of Music Sandip Haldar (first violin), Apratim Nayak
(first violin), Pronoti P Mondal (second violin), Bhaskar Haldar (viola) and Raju Mal (cello). 31
December 2016 featuring Anup Chatterjee (saxophone), Amitava Chatterjee (keyboard) and Babu
Bhattacharya (guitar). Both the events were held on the terrace in front of the main museum building
from 3.00t04.30 pm.

4, A musical evening titled Sun Mere Mitwa was organised at VMH on 13 January 2017 to
remember Bimal Roy (1909-1966) through timeless melodies and lyrics of selected songs from some of
the legendary director's films. The session was presented by Mir Afsar Ali, radio jockey and television
anchor. The concept and compilation were done by Ajit Pradhan and Nitin Matange respectively.
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5. VMH co-hosted a two day Children’s Literary Meet under the aegis of the Kolkata Literary Meet
on 22 and 23 January 2017 comprising 18 sessions with different authors and resource persons.

6. The Kolkata Literary Meet 2017 in association with Victoria Memorlal Hall was held at VMH
from 25 to 29 January 2017 with 67 (sixty seven) sessions. Some highlights:

0 The Kolkata Literary Meet was formally inaugurated by signing of a canvas by Anita Desali, eminent
writer in presence of Kaushik Chatterjee, Group Executive Director (Finance & Corporate), Tata Steel,

Kolkata and Jayanta Sengupta, Secretary and Curator. This was followed by a session Writings of a
Lifetime - Anita Desal in conversation with Suprlya Chaudhuri.

0 The festlval was attended to full capaC|ty on all days. The dlstlngwshed part|C|pants mcluded noted
film personalities, actors, music directors and film makers, singers, authors, writers, poets, activists,
academicians, medlapersonalltles journalists, hlstorlansfrom Indlaand abroad. Justto mention a few:
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0 Abhinav Bindra, Ashley Judd, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, Deepa lyer, Javed Akhtar, Kiran Desal,
Nandana Sen, Nabanita Dev Sen, Paul beatty, P Chidambaram, Rajdeep Sardesai, Ruskin Bond,
Ramachandra Guha, Sandip Roy, Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay, Shashi Tharoor, Soumitra Chatterjee,
Srijit Mukherji, Sugata Bose, Vidya Shah, William Dalrymple, Sunil Gavaskar, Rishi Kapoor.
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7. VMH in association with Open Doors Event Management organized Salaam India - A Musical

Journey with Usha Uthup featuring songs from different parts of Indiaon 11 February 2017. The Chief
Guest for the evening was Jawhar Sircar.

8. VVMH launched its new publication based on an exhibition from its own collection titled Krishna:
Iconographic Representations on 4 March 2017 by veteran artist Ramananda Bandopadhyay.
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9. VMH, Italian Embassy Cultural Centre, New Delhi and Consulate General of Italy in Kolkata
jointly organized a western classical concert by the 13-member Mantova Chamber Orchestra from Italy
featuring works by Antonio Vivaldi, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Gaetano Donizetti and Gioachino
Rossinion 16 March 2017.

10.  VMH and The Seagull Foundation for the Arts organized an evening of Music & Theatre - Peter
Handke's Storm Still on 25 March 2017. The play was adapted and performed by Tanaji Dasgupta and
Varun Kishore.

11.  VMH and South Gurukul Society organized Parjanya Devata: The Rain God — a dance ballet
celebrating rain. The performance blending Odissi and western classical dance featured Sutapa Talukdar
and other 70 other dancers from her dance academy. The event was held on 27 March 2017.




Outreach Activities

1. VMH participated in the 28th Krishi Shilpa O Banijya Mela from 2 to 6 December 2016 at
Ratanpur, Debipur, Dist Purba Mednipur, West Bengal by presenting an exhibition — Magnificent
Heritage of India as seen by the Daniells from VMH's own collection.

2. VMH participated in the 40th Rural Exhibition-cum-Fair, Sunderban Mela at Canning,
South 24 Parganas, West Bengal from 3 to 12 January 2017 with an exhibition Magnificent
Heritage of India as seen by the Daniells from VVMH's own collection.

Visits By School Children

The Unit attended to 274 school groups visiting from West Bengal and other parts of India during the
year 2016 - 2017. A complete list is maintained in the Unit. Total no. of students who visited the
Museum was 18,681.

Documentation Unit

The Documentation Unit takes care of the collections in the galleries, stores and archives,
accessioning, display of the galleries, organizing exhibitions, verification of objects and their
movement to other units (i.e. Conservation, Restoration, and Photography).

Activities:-

0 Artefacts issued to Conservation Unit and Restoration Unit for conservation treatment and
restoration purpose.

0 Provided assistance to 34 scholars from India and abroad regarding their queries related to
museum artefacts.

0 Aprogramme to launch a catalogue of an exhibition on Krishna: Iconographic Representations
by Shri Ramananda Bandopadhyay, eminent artist & former Director of Art Museum & Gallery at
the R.K. Mission, Calcutta at Portrait Gallery of Victoria Memorial Hall on 4 March 2017. This
exhibition was curated by Joyee Roy, In-charge, Documentation Unit, VMH as part of her follow
up work of Vivekananda Memorial Programme for Museum Excellence, 2014-15.

0 Workshop session for students of different school against the backdrop of VMH ongoing
exhibition Krishna—Iconic Representations on 25 July 2016.

0 Physical verification of total artefacts by VMH internal committee with assistance of
documentation Unit, VMH is going on, started from 8th August, 2016.

Object of the Month:-

Portrait of Rabindranath Tagore, Watercolour, 13.7x 8.8 cm by Gaganendranath
Tagore from the collection of Victoria Memorial Hall. Inaugurated on Monday, 19 September
2016.

Victoria Memorial Hall
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Visarjan, Water colour, 34x 28.8 cm by Gaganendranath Tagore from the collection of
Victoria Memorial Hall, on enduring loan from Rabindra Bharati Society. Inaugurated during Durga
Pujaon 21 October 2016.

Last letter written to India by Her Late Majesty Queen Victoria, dated 14 December 1900.
Inaugurated on the day of writing this letter, 14 December 2016.

Original Certificate given to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, dated 22 December 1944, by Azad
Hind Sangh of Selangor branch, Kuala Lumpur. Dimension — 33 x 22 cm, from the collection of Victoria
Memorial Hall. Inaugurated on Netaji's birthday on 23 January 2017.

Emperor Jahangir distributing charity in the shrine of Salim Chishti in Fathepur Sikri,
Miniature (watercolour) painting, Dimension— 19 X 10.7 cm, from the collection of Victoria Memorial
Hall. Inaugurated on 23 February 2017, World Day for Peace and Understanding.

Digitization and Computerized entry of the entire collection of VMH through JATAN Database
isgoingon.

Conservation

The Conservation Unit of Victoria Memorial Hall is organized for preventive and curative
conservation of all objects and antiquities of VMH. Some of the activities done by the unit during the
financial year 2016-17 are:

Status recording and preventive conservation of paper artefacts from Calcutta Gallery and Prince
Hall-25nos.

Fumigation, sterilization and conservation of bound volume of following artefacts:

UN Meeting of the purchase Committee

R6674 Resolution books no 05 dt. 1895-1900.

R6675 Resolution books no 07 dt. 1905-1908.

UN Minutes of the proceedings ( 02nd to 21st meeting)

Preventive conservation has been carried out and Status Reports prepared on the following 3
iconic water colour paintings of Abanindranath Tagore from the Rabindra Bharati Society (RBS)
collection:

) The Passing of Shah Jahan
i) Shahjadpur Landscape
iii) Bharat Mata
0 Conservation of 89 Post Cards (R6458-R6487) from the VMH collection.
0 Conservation of 18 artefacts from the RBS Collection.
0 Conservation of the following 2 artefacts from the VMH collection.
C71 - A Drawing Room at St. James Place
C87 — Her Majesty's Drawing Room
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0 Conservation of Dus Avatar Taas (R 4968-R5058) - total 91 artefacts.
0 Preparation of Condition Status Reports of 51 Charles O'Doyly paintings from the VMH collection.
0 Fumigation, sterilization and conservation of bound volumes of the following artefacts -

R 4185- R 4228, Vol- Il, Total 44 artefacts
Calcutta Now and Then

C971 Vol -1 Total 1 artefact
R 4137- R 4184, Vol I, Total 47 artefacts
Calcutta Now and Then

C 971 Vol - 111, Total 1 artefact

0 Condition status report of Gulf Telegraphic Cable has been prepared.
0 Status recording of 274 rare books from the George Lyell collection (VMH Library)
0 Mounting and preventive conservation of the following artefacts —

R 9701 1 artefact
C 755/R 807 1 artefact
R 7164 1 artefact

0 Visit to galleries and stores:
Visits to CTT Store and Calcutta Gallery, and subsequent preparation of reports.

0 Technical assistance to other organizations/Conservation Expert visiting VMH-
Assisting Shri S. Girikumar, renowned conservation expert, on visit to VMH Galleries and store
areas in April 2016.

0 Other activities

(a) Unit members actively participated in conservation of artefacts and mounting &framing
of the following exhibitions:

1) Exhibition of photographs, titled Ray and the City, May 2016.

2) 15 digital prints mounted in connection with the exhibition on Kolkata at Aurobindo Bhavan,
Kolkata, July 2016.
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Restoration Unit

The Restoration Unit of Victoria Memorial Hall is organized for preventive and curative restoration of
all objects and antiquities of the VMH.

Curative restoration was done for 16 oil-paintings and preventive restoration was done for 22 oil
paintings this year.

Curative restoration was done for the following 16 paintings:

1)

10)
11)
12)
13)
14)

15)
16)

R.7561- Morning Scene with infant Krishna & Yasoda.

R.7856- Lord Krishna.

R.5750 - Krishna and Devotees.

R.7560 -Yasoda Milking the Cow.

R.7564 - Pastoral Scene with Krishna and Balaram.

R.5751 - Kalanka Bhanjan.

C.187 - The Investiture of H.R.H The Duke of Edinburgh, Artist- W.C. Muir-White Super
size painting with frame.

C.179 -State Entry into Delhi of Lord & Lady Curzon. Artist - R.T. Mackenzie (Super size
painting).

C.36/R.1515 - Fourth Earl of Minto (1845-1914), by L.P. Laszlo.

C.1017 - Sir James Fitz, copy by G.F. Watts.

R.5240 - Bishalaksmi (Early Bengal painting).

R.9303 - Two Women, Artist - Ramkinkar Baij.

C.1018 - Brigadier General Henry Lawrence.

C.1028 - James Bruce, Eight Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, K.T.(1811-1863).Painted by
A. Dyer from a portrait by Sir F. Grant, R.A.

R.10517 - Landscape by Jamini Roy.

C.186 - Major General Sir Henry Rawlinson, Baronet, G.C.B(1810-95).Painted by
unknown artist.
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Preventive Restoration was done for
The Following 22 Oil-paintings

1) C.1311 -Warren Hastings with his wife Marian in the Garden of Alipore.Artist —John
Joffany.R.A

2) C.1312. -Warren Hatings.Artist-L.F.Abbott

3) C.986/R.1456 - Lord Cornwallis receiving the Hostage Princes.Aritst- D.Orme. (After
Mother Brown.).

4) C.989 - Officer of the East India Company on Shikar. Attributted to Arther William Devis.

5) R.2066 - Colonel Polier, Claude Martin and John Wombwell with Artist. Artist - Johann
Zoffany.

6) C.992 - Gates of Palace at Lucknow. Artist - William Daniell.

7) C.1001 -The Kashmir House and Ghats at Hardwar, circa.1791. Artist - Thomas Daniell.

8) R.2849 -The Fortof Allahabad, Circa-1785. Attributed to Francis Swain Ward.

9) R.2856 - View of the Esplanade, Calcutta. Artist - William Hodges.

10) R.2181 - The Banyan Tree. Artist- Thomas Daniell.

11)  R.5637 - Shah Alam reviewing 3rd brigade of Company Troops at Allahabad. Artist-Tilly
Kettle.

12)  R.5636 - Shuja-ud-daulaand his four sons with General Baker and Military Officers. Artist -
Tilly Kettle.

13) R.2185 -Residence of R. Goodlad at Baruipur. Artist - B. Solvyns.

14) R.2807 - Portico of St. John's Church, Calcutta. Artist - Thomas Daniell.

15)  C.990 -Ruined Palace onthe Banks of the Ganges at Ghazipur. Artist - Thomas Daniell.

16)  C.993-Ruinsof Prince Shuja's Palace at Rajmahal. Artist - Thomas Daniell.

17)  C.991-Rajmahal Ruins. Artist - William Hodges.

18)  R.3080 -View of Murshidabad. Artist - F. Swain Ward.

19)  C.1000 - Mountain Landscape, Garhwal. Artist - Thomas Daniell.

20)  R.2179 -TajMahal, Agra. Artist - William Daniell.

21)  R.2177-Viewnear Najibabad, Looking towards the Himalaya.

22)  R.2992 - Portraitof Firoz Sut. Artist - Thomas Hickey.

Besides, the Unitdoes the cleaning and dusting of the paintings of all the galleries each Monday.
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Some Images on Activity of Restoration Unit

Before treatment (Full painting.C.187).
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C.1311 Title-Warren Hastings with his wife Marian in the Garden of Alipore. Artist —John Joffany.
R.A Fisnished.Painting cleaning done by Ms.Santi Majee,Frame cleaning done by Mr.Tapas Sil.

C.1312.Title-Warren Hatings.Artist-L.F.Abbott.Painting cleaning done by Ms.Santi Majee.work is finished.

C.986/R.1456 Title- Lord Cornwallis receiving the Hostage Princes. Aritst- D. Orme. (After Mother Brown.).
Painting cleaning done by Mr.Tapan Adhikary.
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C.989 Title-Officer of the East India company on shikar.Attributted to Arther William Devis.

Before & after treatment. Work is finished. By Ms. Baishakhi Mallick, clean done.
And frame done by Mr. Tapas Sil. Mr.Tapas Sil fixed
the painting into the frame with repair a one part of the frame.C.989.
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R.2066.Title-Colonel Polier, Claude Martin and John Womwbell with artist. Artist-Johann Joffany.
Cleaning done by Ms. Santi Majee, Mr. Dibakar Karmakar & Mr. Tapan Adhikary.
Frame cleaning done by Mr.Tapas Sil.

17) R.2849 Title- The Fort of Allhabad.Circa-1785.Attributed to Francis Swain Ward.
Cleaning done by Ms.Santi Majee & Mr.Dibakar Karmakar.
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C.1000 Title- Mountain Landscape,Garhwal. Artist-Thomas Daniell.
Painting restoration work done by Ms.Baishakhi Mallick.

Rajbhasa

Victoria Memorial Hall encouraged use of Hindi in day to day official work for compliance of the
Official Language policy and the following programmes were undertaken during the year:

1. VMH organized Hindi workshops for staff members having working knowledge of Hindi.
Shri Ram Narayan Saroj, Ex. Dy. Director (O. L.) conducted these workshops on noting and drafting in
Hindi on 20.06.2016, 19.09.2016, 21.12.2016, and 20.03.2017. In the workshops, staff members of the
VMH practiced noting and drafting in Hindi and also acquainted with the Annual Programme 2016-17
inrespect of Rajbhasa.

2. The Memorial observed 'Hindi Pakhwara' from 14 September to 28 September 2016 and
organized a number of events including competitions in Hindi. More than 55 staff Members/ officers
participated in the competitions and out of them 42 were given prizes for their excellence in the
competitions including a quiz contest in Hindi.

3. Brochures/ captions etc. were prepared in Hindi for the temporary exhibitions held in the
VMH during the year.

4. VMH participated in the meetings of Town Official Language Implementation Committee,
Kolkata (Office-2) held at CSIR-CG&CRI, Kolkata on 30.08.2016 and 28.09.2016.
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Visit of Dignitaries

A large number of dignitaries visited VMH during the year. Notable among them were

Sl. No. Date of Visit Visitor

1. 9 May, 2016. Eleonora Windisch, Principal Institutional Coordination Specialist
from Office of the Director General, South Asia Department, Asian
Development Bank, Philippines.

2. 20 May, 2016. Zhong Mian, Deputy Secretary, Yunnan Provincial Committee,
Communist Party of China.

3. 1 June, 2016. Hon'ble Members of Parliamentary Committee, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Govt. of India.

4. 4 June, 2016. Ma Zhanwu, Consul General, The Consulate General of the
People's Republic of China in Kolkata.

5. 4 June, 2016. Ms Akhtari Mumtaz, Secretary, Department of Culture, Govt.
of Bangladesh.

6. 18 June, 2016. Rahul Malhotra, Professor of Architecture, Harvard University.

7. 25 June, 2016. H.E. the Governor of Mizoram, Lt. Gen Nirbhay Sharma, PVSM,
UYSM, AVSM, VSM (Retd) accompanied by Lady Governor Mrs
Jyotsna Sharma and Shri Deepak Gauri, IPS, ADC to Governor.

8. 26 June, 2016. 50 IAS Officers

9. 7 July, 2016. Group of trainee IPS Officers.

10. 23 July, 2016. Guest of Hon'ble Justice Shri I. P. Mukherji, High Court, Kolkata.

11. 21 August, 2016. Ateam from the local Government Division of the Ministry of Local
Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives of Government
of Bangladesh.

12. 26 August, 2016. Shri Swapan Kumar Roy, Additional Secretary, Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh and Director General, National
Museum of Science and Technology, Dhaka.

13. 3 September, 2016. | BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) Young
Diplomats' Forum Meet.

14. 22 September, 2016.
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SI. No. Date of Visit Visitor

15. 4 October, 2016. Her Excellency Ms Binta Sanghateh, Charge D' affaires of Zambia
in India.

16. 18 October, 2016. | Ambassador of Norway HE Nils Ragnar Kamsvag and
Mrs Kamsvag along with other guests.

17. 27 October, 2016. | Delegations from Local Government Division of the Ministry of Local
Govt., Rural Development and Cooperatives of Govt. of Bangladesh.

18. 1 November, 2016. | 5member delegations from Da Nang Vietnam led by Vo Van Thang,
Chairman of Vietnam India Friendship Association of Da Nang and
Director, Da Nang Museum of Cham sculptures.

19. 3 November, 2016. | Chen Yongliang, Consul, Consulate General of the People's
Republic of China in Kolkata.

20. 6 November, 2016. | Norachit Sehaseni, Former Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Thailand.

21. 11 November, 2016. | Bangladesh Government Delegation consisting of 20 members.

22. 12 November, 2016. | 100 members Chinese Youth Delegation comprising of young
university students, entrepreneurs and officials from the Chinese
Government.

23. 17 November, 2016. | Stephane Amalir, Director, Alliance Francaise du Bengale,

24. 27 November, 2016. | Ambassador of Brazil H.E. Mr. Tovar Da Silva Nunes.
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SI. No. Date of Visit Visitor

25. 10 December, 2016. | 103 Member Bangladeshi Youth Delegation.

26. 10 December, 2016. | Gen Zhao Zongqgi along with other 8 members of Chinese
Delegation.

21. 28 December, 2016. | 8 Member Delegation from Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission, Kolkata.

28. 28 December, 2016. | ShriMJAkbar, MoS, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt of India.

29. 29 December, 2016. | 40 Member Delegation under the Know India Programme of the
Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India.

30. 19 January, 2017 | Kazimierz Karolczak, Hon'ble Deputy Chief minister, Upper
Silesia, Poland along with other senior officers from Poland.

3L 21 January, 2017 | H.E. Yoo Jeong-bok, Hon'ble Mayor of Incheon Metropolitan City
along with his team accompanied by Rajive Kaul, Hony. Consul
General of South Korea in Kolkata and Kartick Chatterjee,
Managing Director, Nicco Corporation Limited.

32. 10 February, 2017 | Dominic Anthony Gerard Asquith, High Commissioner of the
United Kingdom to India.

33. 22 February, 2017 | Her Majesty Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuk, Queen Mother of
Bhutan and her Royal Entourage.

34. 2 March, 2017 Mr. Luo Zhaohui, H.E. Ambassador of PR China to India along
with his colleagues from Chinese Embassy in New Delhi and
Chinese Consulate Kolkata.

35. 14 March, 2017 The Ambassador of Finland to India Ms. Nina Vaskunlahti.
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Caretaker's Unit

The Victoria Memorial Hall comprise an area of 57 acres approx which includes the
garden, building, ponds, pathways, benches, trees, shrubs, hedges and a nursery garden for
growing new plants for plantation. Besides for the maintenance of above, the following works are
being done:-

1. Maintenance of Gardens/ Lawns of the Victoria Memorial Hall. Growing of seasonal
flowers, decorative plants etc.

2. Day-to-day maintenance of entire V.M.H building including the statues, terraces,
staircases (exterior and interior), floor area from upstairs to downstairs, quadrangles, rain
water drainage system etc.

3. Moving of art objects, paintings, showcases, material, etc. and overall painting, polishing
of wooden panels, showcases, furniture, doors and windows.

4. The Unit members (Malis, Khallasis and sweepers) provided infrastructural support in
organizing various programmes such as exhibition, lectures, seminars, quiz contests,
debates, sit and draw event, book release, training programmes, workshops, panel
discussion and works related to VIP visits etc.

5. The servicing & maintenance of Angel of Victory atop the dome by periodical checking
and making it functional on her own axis.

Repairing & painting of existing garden benches of VMH campus.
Plantation & maintenance of trees in the garden throughout the year

The unit also coordinates with ASI, CPWD, Kolkata Corporation and NBCC in their
works of maintenance and repair of building and garden and modernisation of galleries etc.

Civil Work

Modernization Programme:

The Victoria Memorial Hall has undertaken — with financial assistance from the Ministry of
Culture — a comprehensive programme of modernizing and upgrading its galleries and storage areas.
This is the first such comprehensive scheme of modernization in the history of the Memorial, and it
addresses issues of conservation of the historical monument in terms of a long-term building plan;
modernization of the display systems, the illumination, climate control, security surveillance, the
storage systems, the laboratories and the library in tune with international best practices;
rationalization and optimization of the space within the monument to provide for an enhanced
experience for visitors; branding, promotion, and sale of merchandise through creation of a state-of-
the-art museum shop, and many others. The NBCC has been engaged for the Work. One key aspect of
the modernization programme is the shifting of the administrative and accounts offices from the VMH
building to a renovated office block in the southeast corner of the campus, in order to free up space in
the museum building for more display. This shifting was completed in 2014, which also witnessed the
beginning of work on the construction of a renovated security enclosure and a modern museum shop
on either side of the northern entrance of the VMH building. The project is expected to be completed by
January, 20109.
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A. CPWD (Civil)
Sl. No. | Name of Works Remarks
1. Up gradation of existing staff quarter for CISF Accommodation In progress
2 Providing & erecting of perimeter fencing of VM campus. In progress
3 Annual Maintenance by CPWD CIVIL In progress
4. Repairing and painting of 2 nos. Front Tank embankments Not taken up
5 Repairing of damaged sprinklers, hydrants etc. In progress
6 Repair of pump house, Union Office etc. In progress
B. CPWD (Horticulture)
1 The following plots are under annual Maintenance for various Continuing
horticultural work :
@) Plot nos. 3-7 under phase 1
(b) Plot nos. 1-6 under phase Il
(©) Plot nos.1-5 under phase 11
2. Development of Horitcultural works at Edward Lawn Completed

Publications / Souvenir items:

a Juco Bag
a Jute Bag

0 Cloth Bag
a Newsletter
0

out for free distribution among visitors.
Visitor facilities:

0 The toilet block for visitors near the VMH Canteen was renovated.

a Benches of the garden have been repaired and painted.

Brochures/Leaflet containing information on galleries, objects and exhibitions were brought

a Purified water is being served to the visitors through industrial Water Cooler.
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Visitors for the year 2016-2017

internally Revenues generated
Garden 1516424 | | no Sources AR
Museum : Indian 19,36,172 1. | Museum tickets 45218640.00
Museum : Foreign 32,476 2. | Garden tickets 15164240.00
Morning Walkers 1,792 3. | Morning Walkers 1564000.00
Students of School (Free entry) 18,681 4. | Sale of Publications 247595.00
Total 35,05,545 Total 6,21,94,475.00
*There figures are exclusive of the number of Military personnel
and VIPs who were provided with free guided tours.
Vacancy Position as on 31.03.2017 :
Post Sanctioned strength Men in Roll Vacant Post
Group A 7 2 5
Group B 3 2 1
Group C 43 19 24
Group C (MTS) 122 77 45
Total 175 100 75
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Separate Audit Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General of India on the Accounts of
Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata for the year ended 31 March 2017

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of the Victoria Memorial Hall (VMH), Kolkata, as at 31
March 2017, the Income and Expenditure Account and Receipts and payments Account for the year
ended on that date under Section 20(1) of the Comptroller and Auditor General's (Duties, Powers and
Conditions of Service) Act. 1971 read with Rule 12 of Victoria Memorial (2nd Amendment) Rule 1973
under section 5(2) (e) of Victoria Memorial Act. 1903. The audit has been entrusted for the period upto
2017-18. These financial statements are the responsibility of the VMH's management. Our
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

This Separate Audit Report contains the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(CAG) on the accounting treatment only with regard to classification, conformity with the best
accounting practices, accounting standards and disclosure norms, etc. Audit observations on financial
transactions with regard to compliance with the Law, Rules and Regulations (Propriety and
Regularity) and efficiency-cum-performance aspects, etc, if any, are reported through Inspection
Reports/CAG's Audit Reports separately.

We have conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in India. These
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
financial statements are free from material misstatements. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidences supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the management,
as well as evaluating the overall presentation of financial statements. We believe that our audit
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

Based on our audit, we report that :

) We have obtained all the information and explanations, which to the best of our knowledge and
belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit;

i) The Balance Sheet, Income and Expenditure Account and Receipts and Payments Account
dealt with by this report have been drawn up in the format prescribed by the Ministry of Finance,
Government of India.

iii) In our opinion, proper books of accounts and other relevant records have been maintained by
the Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata, as required under Rule 12 of Victoria Memorial (2nd
Amendment) Rule 1973 under section 5(2) (e) of Victoria Memorial Act, 1903, in so far as it appears
from our examination of such books.

V) We further report that

Comments on accounts

Balance Sheet

1.1 Assets

1.1.1. General Provident Fund (Schedule-7A): = 346.84 Lakh

The above head indicated the assets and liabilities in respect of subscribers of General Provident Fund
of VMH. Since the Fund was owned by subscribers, inclusion of Fund balance in the Balance Sheet of
VMH instead of annexing with annual accounts resulted in overstatement of both assets and liabilities
by ~ 346.84 lakh.
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B. General
2.1.  Administrative Expenses (Schedule-21) : = 108.32 Lakh.

The above head included prior period expenses amounting to = 0.25 lakh for service and maintenance
of liftand ~ 2.07 lakh for consultancy fees and professional charges under the sub-heads 'Repair and
Maintenance' and 'Auditors Remuneration’ respectively instead of Prior Period Expenses in
contravention of Common Format of Accounts.

2.2 Though an amount of ~ 1139.06 lakh was shown as Land and Buildings under Fixed Assets
(Schedule-4), no segregation was made for value of assets under Land and Buildings each. Also, there
was no separate disclosure for 'Leasehold land' and 'Freehold land' as per provision of Common
Format of Accounts. Despite mentioned in previous Audit Report, no rectification was done.

2.3 Despite mentioned in previous Audit Report, actuarial provision amounting to ~ 228.63 lakh
and ~ 158.91 lakh for gratuity and leave encashment respectively were not made in the accounts.

C. Grants-in-Aid

The VMH is mainly financed from Government of India. During the year 2016-17, VMH received
total grants of = 1267.50 lakh (Plan ~ 361 lakh and Non-Plan ~ 734 lakh including previous receivable
Non-Plan grant of ~ 172.50 lakh). However, VMH had spent = 1481.79 lakh (Plan = 555.40 lakh and
Non-Plan = 926.39 lakh) which resulted in excess expenditure of ~ 214.29 lakh (Plan ~ 194.40 lakh
and Non-Plan ~ 19.89 lakh). The excess expenditure of = 214.29 lakh was met out of unspent balance
of ~ 3082.86 lakh of previous year (2015-2016). Further, VMH adjusted an amount of ~ 660.53 lakh
during the year 2016-17 out of capital advance provided in the year 2015-16 and thus, net unspent
balance of previous years comesto ~ 2208.04 lakh.

D. Net Effect

The Net Effect of the comments given in the preceding paragraph is both Assets and Liabilities were
overstated by ~ 346.84 lakh asat 31 March 2017.

V. Subject to our observations in the preceding paragraphs, we report that the Balance Sheet,
Income and Expenditure Account and Receipts and Payments Account dealt with by this report are in
agreement with the books of accounts.

Vi. In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the explanations given to us,
the said financial statements, read together with the Accounting Policies and Notes on Accounts, and
subject to the significant matters stated above and other matters mentioned in the Annexure to this
Separate Audit Report, give a true and fair view in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in India.

i. In so far as it relates to the Balance Sheet, of the state of affairs of the Victoria Memorial Hall,
Kolkataasat 31 March 2017 and

ii. In so far as it relates to Income and Expenditure Account of the Surplus for the year ended on

that date.
For and on behalf of the C & AG
Place : Kolkata (P.K. Singh)
Date : 26.03.2018 Director General of Audit

(Central) Kolkata
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Annexure

Adequacy of Internal Audit System
Internal Audit System is inadequate due to the following:

1) There is no Internal Audit Department in the Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata. The Internal
Audit for the year 2016-17 was conducted by a chartered firm.

2) Internal Audit Manual was not in use.

Adequacy of Internal Control System

Internal Control System was inadequate in view of the following:

1) The VMH did not have any accounting manual.

2) Meeting of Board of Trustees of VMH was not held during the year.
Physical verification of Fixed Assets/Inventory

The actual existence of Fixed Assets valued ~ 5015.86 lakh as exhibited in Schedule-8, could
not be verified in audit due to non-conducting of physical verification of assets during the year
2016-17, the physical verification was also not conducted in respect of Inventories during the
year 2016-17.

Regularity in payment of statutory dues :
The Victoria Memorial Hall was regular in payment of statutory dues.
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Victoria Memorial Hall

FORM OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS)

Name of Entity VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, KOLKATA
SCHEDULES FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31.03.2017

Schedule 24 - Significant Accounting Policies (Illustrative)
1. Accounting Convention

The financial statements are prepared on the basis of historical cost convention, unless otherwise stated
and on the accrual method of accounting.

2. Inventory Valuation
2.1 Storesand Spares (including machinery spares) are valued at cost.

2.2 Raw materials, semi-finished goods and finished goods are valued at lower of cost and net realizable
value. The costs are based on weighted average cost. Cost of finished goods and semi-finished goods is
determined by considering material, labour and related overheads.

3. Investments

3.1 Investments classified as "long term investments™ are carried at cost. Provision for decline, other than
temporary, is made in carrying cost of such investments.

Investments classified as "Current" are carried at lower of cost and fair value. Provision for shortfall on
the value of such investments is made for each investment considered individually and not on a global
basis.

3.3 Costincludesacquisition expenses like brokerage, transfer stamps.
4. Excise Duty

Liability for excise duty in respect of goods produced by the entity, other than for exports, is accounted
upon completion of manufacture and provision is made for excisable manufactured goods as at the year-
end.

5. Fixed Assets

5.1. Fixed Assets are stated at cost of acquisition inclusive of inward freight, duties and taxes and incidental
and direct expenses related to acquisition. In respect of projects involving construction, related pre-
operational expenses (including interest on loans for specific project prior to its completion), form part of
the value of the assets capitalized.

5.2 Art objects 22,789 nos, without any cost price have not been included in Balance Sheet. However
category-wise all art objects are quantified in the accession register maintained by the Documentation
Section.

5.3 FixedAssetsacquired out of own funds and donations are included in the relevant account from the date of
addition.



Victoria Memorial Hall

FORM OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS)

Name of Entity VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, KOLKATA

SCHEDULES FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31.03.2017

Schedule 24 - Significant Accounting Policies (Illustrative) --- Contd.

6.
6.1

6.1.1.
6.1.2.

6.2
6.3

9.2

9.3

9.4

10.
10.1

10.2

11.

Depreciation

Depreciation is provided on Fixed Assets as per the rates prescribed by the Income Tax Act, 1961, as
follows::

Onthe opening balance - at the full rate

Onthe additions

-ifthe asset hasbeenacquired/constructed for a period exceeding 180 days, at the full rate

- ifthe asset has been acquired/ constructed for a period not exceeding 180 days, at the half rate
Gross Block & Net Block of Previous year, rearranged as per prudence of accounting policy.
Depreciation on addition on fixed assets under Plan head has been transferred to other income.
Miscellaneous Expenditure

Deferred revenue expenditure is written off over a period of 5 years from the year it is incurred.
Accounting for Sales

Sales include excise duty and are net of sales returns, rebate and trade discount.

Government Grants/Subsidies

The receipt of Govt. grants under Plan & Non-Plan head are shown in the Income & Expenditure
Account.

Plan grants under capital head utilized for the purpose are transferred to Capital / Corpus Fund.

Non-Plan grants utilized for payment of Establishment and Administrative expenses are shown in the
Income & Expenditure Account. Plan Grants utilized for revenue expenses are shown in the Income &
Expenditure Account.

Unadjusted advance given out of Plan Grant shown under schedule 11(B) as Current Assets (details of
which have been shown in Annexure ).

Foreign Currency Transactions

Transactions denominated in foreign currency are accounted at the exchange rate prevailing at the date
of the transaction.

Current assets, foreign currency loans and current liabilities are converted at the exchange rate
prevailing as at the year end and the resultant gain/loss is adjusted to cost of fixed assets, if the foreign
currency liability relates to fixed assets, and in other cases is considered to revenue.

Lease
Lease rentals are expensed with reference to lease terms.



Victoria Memorial Hall

FORM OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS)

Name of Entity VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, KOLKATA
SCHEDULES FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31.03.2017

12. Retirement Benefits

12.1 Gratuity is paid on death/retirement of employees as per prescribed rules under the CCS Pension Rules
1972, asamended form time to time, with due budget provision, Provision for Gratuity as on 31.03.2017
for an amount of Rs. 22862734.00 as per actuarial valuation has not been accounted for due to non-
receipt of Grant from Govt. of India.

12.2. Accumulated leave encashment benefit to the employees is computed on the basis of leave at credit of
the concerned employee at the end of service and paid to them accordingly. Provision for Leave
encashment as on 31.03.2017 for an amount of Rs. 15891281.00 as per actuarial valuation has not been
accounted for due to non-receipt of Grant from Govt. of India.

Schedule 25 - Contingent Liabilities and Notes on Accounts (lllustrative)
1. Contingent Liabilities
1.1  Claimsagainst the Entity not acknowledged as debts
1.2 Inrespectof:
- Bank guarantees given by/on behalf of the Entity

- Letters of Credit opened by Bank on behalf of the Entity Thetotal of the

- Bills discounted with banks contingent
1.3 Disputed demandsinrespect of : liabilitiesis NIL

Income-tax

Sales-tax

Municipal Taxes
1.4 Inrespectof claims from parties for non-execution of orders, but contested by the Entity
2. Capital Commitments

Estimated value of contracts remaining to be executed on
capital account and not provided for (net of advances) NIL

3. Lease Obligations

Future obligations for rentals under finance lease arrangements
for plant and machinery amount to NIL



Victoria Memorial Hall

FORM OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS)

Name of Entity VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, KOLKATA
SCHEDULES FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31.03.2017

Current Assets, Loans and Advances

4.1. Inthe opinion of the Management, the current assets, loans and advances have a value on realization in the
ordinary course of business, equal at least to the aggregate amount shown in the Balance Sheet.

4.2. Advances paid during the year to Govt. agencies like NBCC, CPWD, ASl etc., are shown in Annexure 1.
5. Current Liabilitiesand Provisions

5.1 Provision foraudit fees has been provided on the assumption based on the last year audit fees.

6. Earmarked/Endowment Funds

As per 'Notes and Instructions for compilation of the financial statements of Non Profit organization and
other similar Institutions'. "Amounts received as grant or assistance, or retained by the entity to be utilized
for specific or earmarked purposes and remaining to be expended / utilized for the specific purpose for
which these are intended, are required to be disclosed under this head".

Other Plan funds Earmarked/Endowment for any chair, house, building, Trust etc. are to be shown as
distinct category of funds.

7. Capital Work inProgress

7.1 Capital W.I.P. represents that part of assets which would gain the status of fixed assets only on the
completion of the work. They are shown as a below-the-line item in the fixed assets schedule and no
depreciation is charged on them.

7.2 The opening balance of Capital W.1.P. is shown in Schedule 8. Work certified during the year is in the
books, in Annexure 1 and capitalized by transfer to Fixed Assets.

8. Taxation

Surplus for and from the assessment year 1974-75 is exempted from I/Tax as per the Gazette Notification
which was published in Part 11 Section 3 (11) of the Gazette of India dated 10.02.1977.
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Victoria Memorial Hall

FORM OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS)

Name of Entity VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, KOLKATA
SCHEDULES FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31.03.2017

Schedule 25 - Contingent Liabilities and Notes on Accounts (Illustrative) -- Contd.

10. NotesonAccounts

10.1. Thedetails of Investment relating to Lord Curzon Endowment Fund are exhibited in Schedule 9A.
10.2. 04 Nos. of books have been received as gift during the year 2016-17

10.3. Ason 31.03.2017 there exist 2737 number of trees of different categories value of which has not been
taken into Account. However, whenever any uprooted tree is sold out, its value is assessed by Competent
authority and on sale, the sale proceeds is taken into account as sundry receipts.

10.4. Total number of Art objects as on 31.03.2017 is 28,394, which includes 5,605 number of Art objects
value of which is Rs. 36481341.29, Value of Art objects of 22789 number cannot be assessed, as those
were mainly received from donations. Apart from this 5000 paintings of Art Objects was received from
Rabindra Bharti Society as enduring loan.

11.  Schedules 1to 25 are annexed to and form and integral part of the Balance Sheetas at 31.03.2017 and the
Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended on that date.

For SEN & RAY
Chartered Accountants

Soumik Ray
Partner
M. No. 122465

Accounts Officer Administrative Officer Secretary & Curator
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